John Orlando Birt

Australian Outback
Darwin to Kununurra
Saturday 1 – Thursday 13 July 2023

Watercolour Workshop

This workshop offers 13 days of painting and
adventure in the spectacular Australian Outback.
Highlights include Litchfield National Park,
Kakadu and Katherine before crossing the border
into Western Australia to discover Kununurra.
For all the colour and rugged beauty of the
Australian Outback laid out before your easel,
who better to lead this tour than John Orlando
Birt, one of watercolor’s most respected painters.
If you want to experience adventure and the best
of teaching, don’t miss this workshop.

A dedicated artist traveller and preferring to paint en plein air John reflects in
his work a pursuit of artistic integrity from his drawing skills, due to his early
academic training in industrial design, to his meticulous compositional ability
and his unique approach in capturing light, air and space. “It is the challenge
of capturing the changing moods that light creates across the day and its
subsequent effects on the surroundings such as buildings the countryside and
water” John says “Painting on location ensures that the essence of the subject
remains the first priority, especially the subtleties, nuances and tempo of that
particular region. John has held 27 solo exhibitions, 3 in Venice, Italy at a prestigious Gallery in San
Marco, and when in Venice he has been invited to lecture at the University of Architecture on drawing
and perspective. John’s paintings are featured in many collections in Europe, the USA and Japan.

ITINERARY

DAY 7: Friday 7 July 2023
Katherine

DAY 1: Saturday 1 July 2023
Darwin

Today we will leave Kakadu to travel to
Katherine. Katherine is where the outback
meets the tropics and a region full of gorges
and misty waterfalls, thermal springs and
ancient cultures. In the afternoon John will
paint a demonstration and then provide each
workshop member individual attention. This
evening we will enjoy an included dinner.

Workshop members will be met at Darwin airport
at midday and transferred by private coach to our
first class hotel. Darwin is a modern city with every
amenity. It has a young, transient population and
enjoys an easy-going atmosphere. On arrival, the
group will enjoy a short sightseeing tour of Darwin
before we get together for an included welcome
drinks and dinner.

DAY 2: Sunday 2 July 2023
Darwin
A full day of painting in Darwin. John will
commence the day with a demonstration and
then assist workshop members individually.

DAY 3: Monday 3 July 2023
Litchfield National Park
Today we travel to Batchelor the town closest to
Litchfield National Park. Litchfield National Park is
home to several stunning waterfalls that cascade
into crystal clear pools, iconic magnetic termite
mounds and clusters of weathered sandstone
pillars at the Lost City. John will commence his
first painting session. Tonight we will enjoy an
included dinner

DAY 4: Tuesday 4 July 2023
Litchfield National Park
Today we enjoy a full day of painting in Litchfield
National Park. This evening we will enjoy an
included dinner.

DAY 5: Wednesday 5 July 2023
Kakadu National Park
Today we will cross the Marakai Plains to Kakadu
National Park. Kakadu National Park is one of the
natural marvels of Australia. It encompasses a
variety of superb landscapes, swarms with wildlife
and has some of Australia’s best Aboriginal rock
art. In the afternoon John will find a great painting
location close to the hotel and show you how to
tackle it. Dinner will be included each evening
during our stay in Kakadu.

DAY 6: Thursday 6 July 2023
Kakadu National Park
Today we travel to Nourlangie Rock to view
Aboriginal art followed by a visit to the Warradjan
Aboriginal Cultural Centre for an insight into the
cultural and historical significance of the park for its
traditional owners. This evening we will then enjoy
a sunset cruise on Kakadu’s Yellow Water billabong
giving us a unique opportunity to experience
this diverse and sublimely beautiful area and it’s
associated wildlife. This evening we will enjoy an
included dinner.

DAY 8: Saturday 8 July 2023
Katherine
After breakfast, we will have a sightseeing tour of
the spectacular Katherine Gorge. The group will
travel by boat along a part of the gorge. There will
be some spectacular views to photograph and
you will have time for sketching and painting. This
evening we will enjoy an included dinner

DAY 9: Sunday 9 July 2023
Kununurra
Today we will cross the border into Western
Australia and travel to Kununurra, the Kimberley’s
eastern gateway. Kununurra is a lively and pleasant
continues over page

world of gorges and billabongs is revealed to
further showcase Picanniny Gorge and the western
escarpment, before setting course for the Argyle
Diamond Mine; the birthplace of the spectacular
Argyle pink diamond. The western shoreline of Lake
Argyle and the Carr Boyd Ranges lead us back to
Kununurra where, as a special bonus, we over-fly
the Lower Ord, Ivanhoe Crossing and the northern
irrigated farmlands. In the afternoon, there will be a
painting session in Kununurra.

DAY 10: Monday 10 July 2023
Kununurra
After breakfast, John will demonstrate at the nearby
Mirima National Park and then help individuals
with their work. This hidden valley is often referred
to as the ‘mini Bungles’ for its 350-million-year-old
sandstone cliffs, amphitheatres, gullies and ridges,
which are similar in appearance to the Bungle
Bungle Range.

Tour Inclusions:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Today we will have an optional scenic flight to
Purnululu (Bungle Bungle) National Park. Departing
Kununurra, we head south over Lake Kununurra,
the Packsaddle Irrigation area, and the upper Ord
River on to Lake Argyle, flying over some of our vast
cattle stations, the Osmond Ranges, and onto the
imposing sight of Bungle Bungle Range. The orange
and black ribbons across the beehive-like mounds
are clearly visible as you approach from the north.
We sweep further over the range and its hidden

TOUR PRICES:
Per person twin-share $ 5,795
Single supplement
$ 1,495
Non painter discount $ 250

2 nights in Darwin in 4-star accommodation.
2 nights in Batchelor in a 3.5-star accommodation.
2 nights at Kakadu in 3-star accommodation.
2 night’s in Katherine in 3-star accommodation.
4 nights in Kununurra in a 4-star accommodation.
For pre or post tour accommodation – please ask your Travelrite consultant.
23 meals including 12 breakfasts and 11 dinners, One dinner in Darwin, two dinners
in Batchelor/Litchfield, two dinners in Kakadu, two dinners in Katherine and four
dinners in Kununurra.
Welcome drinks and farewell drinks.
Arrival and departure transfers.
Sightseeing and painting trips in Darwin, Litchfield National Park, Kakadu National
Park, Katherine and Kununurra.
Sunset cruise on Kakadu’s Yellow Water Billabong and Katherine Gorge cruise.
Transport as per itinerary.
First-class teaching by renowned artist and teacher, John Orlando Birt.
Intensive painting sessions including demonstrations, painting instruction and
critique sessions.
The services of a professional workshop manager.
A certificate confirming the successful completion of the workshop.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
1. Payment Conditions:
A reservation deposit of $500 per person is required at the
time of booking. Final payment is due 60 days prior to the
date of departure.

2. Alteration to Workshop Vacation Price:
The Painting Workshop Vacation price is subject to change
in the event of unforeseen circumstances and changes in
the cost of travel and accommodation services. Should any
increase in the Workshop Vacation price be unacceptable
to the registered member, a full refund of monies paid will
be made.

3. Cancellation and Amendments: *
Cancellations received in writing 61 or more days from the
date of departure will result in a cancellation fee of $500
per person. Cancellations received 60 or fewer days before
departure will result in a loss of all monies paid. There are no
refunds for services not utilized while on a Workshop Vacation.
Travel insurance is highly recommended to cover Workshop
members for the consequences of unforeseen events during
the Workshop Vacation and for cancellation fees that could
result from illness, accident, death or other contingencies.
Once a booking has been confirmed, one amendment to
travel arrangements will be made free-of charge. Subsequent
changes to travel arrangements will incur an amendment fee
of $25 per change in addition to supplier charges.

4. Minimum Workshop Vacation Numbers:
Each Painting Workshop Vacation has been priced on the
basis of a minimum number of members travelling. In the
event that fewer than the minimum number of members

DAY 12: Wednesday 12 July 2023
Kununurra

DAY 11: Tuesday 11 July 2023
Kununurra

DAY 13: Thursday 13 July 2023
Departure
After breakfast, workshop members will be
transferred to Kununurra airport to join flights to
their home cities.

Relax and enjoy!

Optional 2 hour sightseeing
flight to Purnululu (Bungle Bungles)
National Park $420 per person

Not included in the price:
• Travel arrangements not specified in the itinerary, such as air travel
from your home to and from the workshop.
• Travel insurance. We strongly recommend travel insurance to cover
yourself for cancellation, medical and hospital expenses, and other
unforeseen expenses.
• Gratuities to the coach drivers and local guides.
• Sightseeing unless specified in the workshop itinerary.
• Drinks and meals other than those specified in the itinerary.
• Items of a personal nature.
• Airport and overseas arrival/departure taxes.
• Excess baggage charges.
• Passport and visa fees.

have confirmed their booking 60 days from the date of
commencement, Travelrite International reserves the right to
cancel the Workshop Vacation, giving a full refund of monies
paid, or to offer arrangements to proceed with the Workshop
Vacation at a modified price.

5. General:
In the unlikely event that the Workshop tutor is unable to
perform his or her duties due to unforeseen contingencies,
Travelrite International reserves the right to substitute
another artist as tutor or to continue with the Workshop
Vacation as planned or to provide a cash refund to Workshop
members equivalent to the value of the Workshop leadership.
International Artist Painting Workshops can involve a
considerable amount of walking and stair-climbing in the
regions visited and it is important that all members have a
level of physical fitness that allows them to take part in these
activities without the need of assistance from others.

6. Tax Considerations:
If you regularly sell your own paintings, you may fall into
the semi-professional or professional category for taxation
purposes and the tour cost may be tax-deductible.
We recommend that you seek the advice of a qualified
tax adviser.

7. Responsibilities:
Travelrite International Pty Ltd., their agents, officers, affiliates,
and/or suppliers of services pursuant to or in connection with
these Workshop Vacations shall act only as agents in making
arrangements for hotels, transportation, restaurants, or any
other service and do not assume any liability whatsoever for
any injury, damage, death, loss, accident or delay to person
or property due to an act of negligence or of default of any
hotel, carrier, restaurant, company or person rendering any
services included in the Workshops, or by act of God. Further,

* Cancellation conditions don’t apply for clients with future cruise/tour credits. Cruise/tour credits are non-refundable.

Today we enjoy a day of painting around Kununurra.
Tonight we will enjoy an included farewell dinner to
celebrate our time in the Northern Territory.

no responsibilities are accepted for any damage or delay due
to sickness, pilferage, labor disputes, machinery breakdown,
quarantine, government restraints, weather, terrorism,
or other causes beyond their control. No responsibility is
accepted for any additional expenses, omissions, delays,
rerouting or acts of any government or authority. Baggage
remains at owner’s risk throughout the Workshop Vacation.
The passage contract in use by the carriers concerned, when
issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the carriers
and the purchasers of these Painting Workshop Vacations
and/or the passengers. The right is reserved to withdraw any
Painting Workshop Vacation and/or to make such changes in
the Painting Workshop Vacation as may be found desirable
for the convenience of the parties and the proper carryingout of the Painting Workshop Vacation. Registration for any
Painting Workshop Vacation constitutes a contract which
shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of
Victoria, Australia and any legal action must be taken in the
State of Victoria.

How to Book:
Bookings can be made by completing the online booking
form or sending it with a deposit to:

Travelrite International Pty Ltd
423 Whitehorse Road,
Balwyn, VIC 3103 Australia
Toll Free: 1800 630 343
Phone: 03 9836 2522
Email: sales@paintingworkshops.net
www.paintingworkshops.net

ARTJOBNT23– GLG0850

modern town that is the centre of the ambitious
Ord River irrigation scheme. Dinner is included each
night of our stay in Kununurra.

