Watercolour Workshop

Gold Rush Towns of

VICTORIA

with Amanda Hyatt
Sunday 11 September to Friday 23 September 2022

This workshop offers 12 days of painting and sightseeing in the gold rush towns of Victoria. In each
town paint the legacy of the gold rush, where ornate buildings, historic gardens and a Chinese
heritage proudly proclaim the discovery of gold. With all the colour and scenery of the Gold Rush
towns of Victoria laid out before your easel, who better to lead this tour than Amanda Hyatt.
Amanda Hyatt has been a professional watercolour artist for 35 years. She has had 35 solo exhibitions, with
international exhibitions in New York and China where she was described as a ‘Master of Watercolour’ and an
‘International Master of ‘En Plein Air Painting’. For the past twelve years Amanda has taken Travelrite International
painting workshop holidays to places such as Antarctica, Europe (France, Italy and Mediterranean Cruises) and the UK.
She has won most major Australian Watercolour awards and is a long-term member of both the Twenty Melbourne
Painters Society and the Australian Watercolour Institute. Amanda has five teaching DVDs and her book Watercolour
Tonal Impressionism is a best seller. Amanda is passionate about the art of watercolour and pushes the boundaries
herself in discovering how to make a ‘piece of art’ rather than ‘just a painting’.

Itinerary:
Day 1: Sunday 11 September, 2022
Ballarat, Victoria
Tour members will be met at Melbourne airport at
2:00pm and transferred to the workshop hotel in
Ballarat. Gold discovery at Ballarat in 1851 sparked
Victoria’s famous gold rush. Ballarat has some
of Victoria’s best examples of the architecture
that gold built and will be a delight to paint. Late
afternoon there will be a welcome drinks party
followed by an included dinner.

Day 2: Monday 12 September, 2022
Ballarat, Victoria
A full day of painting in Ballarat with Amanda Hyatt.
Amanda will commence with a demonstration and
then assist workshop members individually with
their work. In the afternoon we will have the chance
to visit the Art Gallery of Ballarat, which holds one of
the best regional collections in the country.

Day 3: Tuesday 13 September, 2022
Ballarat, Victoria
Today our excursion from Ballarat takes us to
Daylesford. Originally established during the gold
rush, these days it is a popular spa town. Amanda
will find a great location for today’s painting
session. There will be regular critique sessions
during the workshop.

Day 4: Wednesday 14 September, 2022
Ballarat, Victoria
This morning we will have a painting session with
Amanda Hyatt. Not only did the Goldfields bring
wealth, but along with it came turmoil. In fact,
one of the greatest dramas in Australian history
occurred on the Ballarat goldfields. The Eureka
Stockade remains the only armed civil uprising
against the government in Australia’s history. This
afternoon we will visit the Eureka Centre to learn
about the events that took place. Tonight we enjoy
an included dinner at historic Craig Hotel. Host to
poets, princes and prime ministers such as Lola
Montez and Mark Twain over its 160 year history,
the hotel is a true icon of the Victorian period.

Day 5: Thursday 15 September, 2022
Castlemaine, Victoria
This morning we travel to Creswick, scene of
Australia’s worst gold mining disaster. Creswick
is also the home town of Australia’s former Prime
Minister, John Curtin and the famous artists, the
Lindsays. We continue onto Castlemaine. Within a
year of gold being discovered, the population in
Castlemaine soared to 25,000. There’s something
for everyone in Castlemaine. Lovers of architecture,
fine arts, history and photographers will all find
something to delight them.

Day 6: Friday 16 September, 2022
Castlemaine, Victoria
Today we enjoy a day of painting and an included
morning tea at Buda Historic Home & Garden in
Castlemaine. Buda is an authentic goldfields villa
house and garden named after Budapest by its
Hungarian owner, Ernest Leviny. It was home to
the creative Leviny family for 118 years and houses
their significant intact collection of furniture, art
works and personal belongings. Amanda will
demonstrate how to capture the beauty of Buda
and assist workshop members with their painting.
In the afternoon you may like to visit the excellent
Castlemaine Art Museum.

Day 7: Saturday 17 September, 2022
Castlemaine, Victoria
Today we travel to the township of Maldon,
christened ‘The Best Preserved Town in Australia of
the Gold Mining Era’ by the National Trust. Cottage
gardens, pavements overhung by verandas and old
mining structures are the essence of Maldon. The
place really comes to life on weekends with horse-

gold rush towns. It was one of Australia’s
richest gold fields and the Beechworth Historic
and Cultural Precinct today still abounds in
remarkable architecture with over 30 buildings
listed by the National Trust. This includes hotels,
churches, miner’s cottages and the gaol where
the bushranger Ned Kelly was imprisoned. The
nineteenth century streetscapes will provide
wonderful painting opportunities.

Day 8: Sunday 18 September, 2022
Castlemaine, Victoria
Today we travel to Maryborough, which boasts
grand gold rush architecture, lush gardens, antiques,
art and a fast growing food and wine scene. We will
enjoy a day of painting with Amanda Hyatt.

Day 10: Tuesday 20 September, 2022
Beechworth, Victoria
Today we will enjoy a full day of painting in
Beechworth. Amanda will choose some great
subjects for you to paint from the old Pubs,
Churches and many colonial buildings. Beechworth
is also famous for the Beechworth Bakery. Perhaps
try one of their delicious pies or cakes for lunch!

After breakfast we will travel by coach to the
nearby town of Yackandandah for a full day of
painting. Yackandandah has changed little since
the nineteenth century and the town is classified
by the National Trust. The stately buildings built
during the gold rush of the 1800’s as well as shops
which have their original fittings and features have
often been used in Australian period films and
will provide delightful painting opportunities for
workshop members.

Day 12: Thursday 22 September, 2022
Beechworth, Victoria
Our final day of painting in Beechworth. Amanda will
hold her final painting demonstration and then assist
tour members individually. This afternoon there will
be a final critique session and an included dinner.

Day 13: Friday 23 September, 2022
Departure

Day 9: Monday 19 September, 2022
Beechworth, Victoria

This morning workshop members will be
transferred to Melbourne domestic airport to meet
flights departing after 1.00pm.

This morning we will travel to Beechworth.
Beechworth is one of Victoria’s best-preserved

TOUR PRICES:
Workshop price per person twin-share $ 4,275
Single supplement
$ 980

BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE:

Deposit refundable up to 60 days before departure.

Tour highlights:

Not included in the price:

•
•
•
•

• Travel arrangements not specified in the itinerary, such as air
travel from your home to and from the workshop.
• Travel insurance. We strongly recommend travel insurance to
cover yourself for cancellation, medical and hospital expenses,
and other unforeseen expenses.
• Sightseeing unless specified in the workshop itinerary.
• Drinks and meals other than those specified in the itinerary.
• Items of a personal nature.
• Airport and overseas arrival/departure taxes.
• Excess baggage charges.
• Passport and visa fees.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

4 nights’ accommodation in Ballarat.
4 nights’ accommodation in Castlemaine.
4 nights’ accommodation Beechworth.
15 meals including breakfast daily, two dinners in Ballarat, one dinner
in Beechworth and morning tea at Buda.
Welcome drinks and farewell drinks.
Arrival and departure transfers and transport as listed in the itinerary.
Sightseeing and painting trips.
First-class teaching by renowned artist and teacher, Amanda Hyatt.
Intensive painting sessions including demonstrations, painting instruction
and critique sessions.
The services of a professional workshop manager.
A certificate confirming the successful completion of the workshop.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
1. Payment Conditions:
A reservation deposit of $500 per person is required at the
time of booking. Final payment is due 45 days prior to the
date of departure.

2. Alteration to Workshop Vacation Price:
The Painting Workshop Vacation price is subject to change
in the event of unforeseen circumstances and changes in
the cost of travel and accommodation services. Should any
increase in the Workshop Vacation price be unacceptable
to the registered member, a full refund of monies paid will
be made.

3. Cancellation and Amendments: *
Cancellations received in writing 60 or more days from the
date of departure will result in a refund of $500 per person.
Cancellations received 60 or fewer days before departure
will result in a loss of all monies paid. There are no refunds
for services not utilized while on a Workshop Vacation.
Travel insurance is highly recommended to cover Workshop
members for the consequences of unforeseen events during
the Workshop Vacation and for cancellation fees that could
result from illness, accident, death or other contingencies.
Once a booking has been confirmed, one amendment to
travel arrangements will be made free-of charge. Subsequent
changes to travel arrangements will incur an amendment fee
of $25 per change in addition to supplier charges.

4. Minimum Workshop Vacation Numbers:
Each Painting Workshop Vacation has been priced on the
basis of a minimum number of members travelling. In the
event that fewer than the minimum number of members

have confirmed their booking 45 days from the date of
commencement, Travelrite International reserves the right to
cancel the Workshop Vacation, giving a full refund of monies
paid, or to offer arrangements to proceed with the Workshop
Vacation at a modified price.

5. General:
In the unlikely event that the Workshop tutor is unable to
perform his or her duties due to unforeseen contingencies,
Travelrite International reserves the right to substitute
another artist as tutor or to continue with the Workshop
Vacation as planned or to provide a cash refund to Workshop
members equivalent to the value of the Workshop leadership.
International Artist Painting Workshops can involve a
considerable amount of walking and stair-climbing in the
regions visited and it is important that all members have a
level of physical fitness that allows them to take part in these
activities without the need of assistance from others.

6. Tax Considerations:
If you regularly sell your own paintings, you may fall into
the semi-professional or professional category for taxation
purposes and the tour cost may be tax-deductible. We
recommend that you seek the advice of a qualified tax
adviser.

7. Responsibilities:
Travelrite International Pty Ltd., their agents, officers, affiliates,
and/or suppliers of services pursuant to or in connection with
these Workshop Vacations shall act only as agents in making
arrangements for hotels, transportation, restaurants, or any
other service and do not assume any liability whatsoever for
any injury, damage, death, loss, accident or delay to person
or property due to an act of negligence or of default of any
hotel, carrier, restaurant, company or person rendering any
services included in the Workshops, or by act of God. Further,

* Cancellation conditions don’t apply for clients with future cruise/tour credits. Cruise/tour credits are non-refundable.

no responsibilities are accepted for any damage or delay due
to sickness, pilferage, labor disputes, machinery breakdown,
quarantine, government restraints, weather, terrorism,
or other causes beyond their control. No responsibility is
accepted for any additional expenses, omissions, delays,
rerouting or acts of any government or authority. Baggage
remains at owner’s risk throughout the Workshop Vacation.
The passage contract in use by the carriers concerned, when
issued, shall constitute the sole contract between the carriers
and the purchasers of these Painting Workshop Vacations
and/or the passengers. The right is reserved to withdraw any
Painting Workshop Vacation and/or to make such changes in
the Painting Workshop Vacation as may be found desirable
for the convenience of the parties and the proper carryingout of the Painting Workshop Vacation. Registration for any
Painting Workshop Vacation constitutes a contract which
shall be construed in accordance with the laws of the State of
Victoria, Australia and any legal action must be taken in the
State of Victoria.

How to Book:
Bookings can be made by completing the online booking
form or sending it with a deposit to:

Travelrite International Pty Ltd
423 Whitehorse Road,
Balwyn, VIC 3103 Australia
Toll Free: 1800 630 343
Phone: 03 9836 2522
Email: sales@paintingworkshops.net
www.paintingworkshops.net
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drawn rides around town and steam train rides
over a section of restored track. We will enjoy a
day of painting in Maldon, Amanda will start with
a demonstration and then assist workshop
members individually.

Day 11: Wednesday 21 September, 2022
Beechworth, Victoria

